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What’s the Difference?
By John Piper

Reviewed by Patrick Hearn
Our culture is currently undergoing anWhat does it mean
to be a man or to be a woman? What are the expectations and
responsibilities of being a man or woman? What exactly is
entailed in that simple and timeless pronouncement made at the
birth of a child—“It’s a boy!” It’s a girl!”? We live in a time and
culture when the answers to these basic questions fundamental
to being human are re-evaluated and even redefined. As
Christians, we can get lost in the fog of gender confusion in
our culture. So where do we turn? The culture? Blindly back to
tradition? Or will we turn to the source of all truth—God and
His word? John Piper is very helpful in navigating us through
the basic question of our gender identity and roles in his book
What’s the Difference? Manhood and Womanhood Defined According
to the Bible.

of what God is like and are His royal representatives. Yet, God
also created men and women with different and complementary
roles. They have been given different responsibilities that help
complete one another. These differences do not undermine a
man or woman’s worth and value. Rather, they bring a man
and woman in proper relationship to one another under their
Creator God as He intended, a relationship he observed as
a child at home. Here’s how Piper defines it: “At the heart of
mature masculinity is a sense of benevolent responsibility to
lead, provide for and protect women in ways appropriate to a
man’s differing relationships. At the heart of mature femininity
is a freeing disposition to affirm, receive and nurture strength
and leadership from worthy men in ways appropriate to a
woman’s differing relationships.”

Instead of asking, “What’s the difference?”, the tendency today
is to minimize the uniqueness between men and women.
Children are growing up in a world of confusion, not knowing
what it means to be a man or woman. Instead of this leading to
a newfound freedom, it leads to more sexual sin, divorces, and
social awkwardness.

This book is an excerpt from a larger book co-edited by John
Piper and Wayne Grudem—Recovering Biblical Manhood and
Womanhood. This short little book serves as an overview to a
much more detailed and rigorous study. Which means you get
the fruit of his work without having to labor through all the
detailed interpretations of biblical texts.

Piper’s purpose is to define manhood and womanhood as God
wills them to be according to the Bible. Men and women are created
equal in the image of God. They both are of equal worth, value,
importance, dignity, and more. They both resemble something

I appreciate the way Piper explains the differences of manhood
and womanhood by explaining the definition phrase by phrase.
(This takes up the majority of the book.) I found this extremely
helpful because there was no confusion about what he intended
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to say as he went through it systematically. He admits that these
definitions do not completely capture everything that could be
said about manhood and womanhood. This is only the start of
a definition that highlights the complementary difference. And
while there may be more to be said, there is certainly not less.
Piper addresses the men first. He shows that men have a
responsibility to lead. It is an obligation, not a right, and should
be treated as such. Again, because there may be confusion
and the fact that leadership means different things to different
people, Piper carefully goes through and articulates his intent.
A man should leave this section with a sober mind about the
task before him, but also with a very clear path to travel.
He then turns to the women and shows that mature femininity
flows out of mature masculinity. He addresses the argument
that gender roles restrict rather than free a person. He uses
an illustration of a man jumping from an airplane without a
parachute. It may feel freeing, but will only lead to a disastrous
result. In fact, it was the restriction of the parachute that would
have given him the freedom to jump.
Through both of these discussions, Piper allows for cultural
changes, but within general guidelines. This means that what
it looks like to be a man today may be different from 100
years ago, but in either circumstance the biblical definition of
manhood and womanhood does not change. This is helpful to
clarify, because there is a temptation to tie tradition or culture
into our personhood and to redefine it, instead of grounding
our identity in creation.
Piper then offers a vision of what ministry would be if we were

to adopt our specific roles. God created us with a specific design
in mind. However, this design was distorted by sin, and even
though Christians have been redeemed by the blood of Christ,
we are still sinners. Sin has found its way into the church and
cause a variety of problems. Although both sexes are generally
at fault, Piper holds men especially accountable. He says, “The
spiritual aimlessness and weakness and lethargy and loss of
nerve among men is the major issue, not the upsurge of interest
in women’s ministries.” However, this design is still recoverable
by faith through the power of the Spirit. When men and women
strive for mature manhood and mature womanhood it creates
a beautiful picture of the Gospel, glorifies God, and results in a
vibrant ministry.
This short book by John Piper would make a great addition to
the library of every member of the church. It is a quick read,
but packed to the brim with relevant material. Piper writes in a
way that articulates every detail clearly, but he does so in a way
that is easy to read. It is important to note that this book does
not serve as an apologetic to other views, but simply lays out a
biblical definition.
Gender roles are no longer taken for granted in our culture
or even in many churches. Masculinity and Femininity are
topics that have been under fire and a culture of confusion
has been the result. As Christians we must know where we
stand in the debate. Young Christians should read this book
to be exposed to a clear articulation of a biblical view. Even
seasoned Christians will learn from this book and it will
serve as a refresher as they model proper roles to the younger
generation.

It’s time for another Holy Land Adventure!
Last year we visited Galilee by the Sea, and this
year we are going to the Jerusalem Marketplace!
VBS is scheduled for June 4-8, 9:30 am - noon,
and is for ages 4 years old (by September 1) rising 6th grade (completed 5th).
Register now at:
www.mvbchurch.org/vacation-bible-school

www.mvbchurch.org

May 2012 \\ Perspective

3

The greatest human book pales in comparison to the Bible.
Ernest Hemingway may grab our attention with his sharp
dialogue, but his words lack the power of the Sermon on the
Mount. Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address” may be America’s finest,
but it still cannot compare to Paul’s passionate words of joy in
Philippians or John’s magnificent vision of heaven in Revelation.

This is why one of the best things a preacher can do is get out of
the way and let the text speak. Barack Obama won the national
spotlight when he gave a speech at the 2004 Democratic National
Convention. His words inspired many and earned him a place
in our national history, a place cemented when he was elected
President in 2008.

The sixty-six books which make up our canon of Scripture are
inspired by God, without error, and “profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness” (2 Tim.
3:16). God’s Word feeds us, encourages us, and gives us hope.

Preachers, however, must not aspire to the national spotlight.
The preacher’s job is to preach Christ and get out of the way. The
best way to do this is to preach expositional sermons.

A few years ago, I was leading a Bible study through the Gospel
of Mark when a young woman blurted out with surprise and
excitement, “I never realized the Bible was so interesting!”
She is right. It’s an amazing book full of robust conversations,
penetrating insight, and lots of action. But it is more than an
amazing book—it is the very Word of God.
4
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Do not be intimidated by the term, “expositional” preaching. It
comes from “exposition,” as in a world “expo” where nations
exhibit their greatest goods and ideas. An expositional sermon
is simply an exhibition of the biblical text. Or think of it this way:
in school a student might write an “exposition,” which is a paper
designed to shed light on a particular subject. An expositional
sermon sheds light on a particular passage from the Bible.
850 Mt.Vernon Hwy. NW \\ Sandy Springs, GA 30327

In expositional preaching, the text of the Bible drives the
message. Mark Dever put it well: “Expositional preaching is
not simply producing a verbal commentary on a passage of
Scripture. Rather, expositional preaching is that preaching
which takes for the point of the sermon the point of a particular
passage of Scripture.”
When you input your address into a GPS device, it dictates the
path you will take. Likewise, the passage of Scripture that is
preached should dictate the path of the sermon.
There are, of course, other kinds of sermons. Doctrinal sermons
focus on a particular truth found in the Bible. Topical sermons
focus on a subject treated by the Bible. Evangelistic sermons
have as their main aim the conversion of sinners. In each of these
cases, the preacher comes to the Bible with some sense of what
he wants to accomplish. Each of these types of sermons can be
very, very good. But the healthiest diet for the church is a steady
serving of expositional preaching.
It is tempting for pastors to start preparing their sermons with
certain questions already formulated. The questions may be
excellent: “What should the men in my church know about
fatherhood?” “What does the Bible say about work and leisure?”
“How can we be better leaders?” But sometimes the Bible asks
questions that we might not naturally ask ourselves. This is why
an expositional sermon is the best way for a preacher to get out
of the way and let the text speak.
The Biblical Basis for Expositional Preaching
God has always fed his people through expositional preaching.
Moses stood before the people of Israel before they entered the
Promised Land. He told them to stay rooted in God’s revelation.
He told them to “listen” to what God had written for their
instruction:
And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the rules that
I am teaching you, and do them, that you may live, and go
in and take possession of the land that the Lord, the God
of your fathers, is giving you. You shall not add to the word
that I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep
the commandments of the Lord your God that I command
you. (Deut. 4:1-2)
Moses wasn’t making anything up, he was giving the people
what God had given them. He was reminding them of God’s
truth and freshly applying it to their lives (Deut. 4:13-14). Moses
shed light on God’s Word for God’s people. In that sense, Moses
preached expositionally.

from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the
sense, so that the people understood the reading” (Neh. 8:8). So
the people came to better understand the Word. But there’s more.
The people worshiped: “And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great
God, and all the people answered, ‘Amen, Amen,’ lifting their
hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord
with their faces to the ground” (Neh. 8:6).
We learn a valuable lesson from their response to Ezra’s teaching.
The goal of preaching is not fundamentally the transfer of
knowledge—though there must be a transfer of knowledge.
The goal of preaching is not ultimately the understanding of
doctrine—though there must be the understanding of doctrine.
The preeminent goal of expositional preaching is the worship
of God.
True Christians hunger to know more about God. They want to
sense his vastness, experience his power, and reflect upon his
love. Our lives are full of mundane tasks. The Bible is able to
connect the mundane to the Maker of the Universe. Expositional
preaching draws a line between the details of our lives and the
majesty of our God.
Preaching should lead us to worship because that is why we were
made. Each of us has been made in the image and the likeness
of God. We all bear the imprint of God’s glory. That is why, deep
down, we all long for the knowledge of our glorious God. Most
people don’t even realize this, but God’s Word can awaken them
to the reason for their existence. The best way to do this is to let
God speak for himself. Expositional preaching submits our lives
to God’s Word so that God’s people can worship him.
Ezra’s preaching led sinners made in the image and likeness
of God to worship the God who made them. Ezra preached to
people in need. Israel had become occupied territory. Ezra knew
that only God could save their home and renew their hearts. By
the power of the Spirit, Ezra’s audience was given a taste of a
Savior who would one day redeem them.
I love the way music can stir the soul. A simple melody,
accompanied by profound words, can affect the intellect and the
emotions. Expositional preaching is like good music. It affects
the heart as well as the mind. At the end of Ezra’s sermon the
people had nothing to say but, “Amen.” They had nothing to
do but bow their heads in worship. Keep in mind that Ezra
did not come up with any new ideas, he simply explained the
Word that God had already delivered to his people. He preached
expositionally.

This was the practice of Ezra the priest in the fifth century, BC.
Ezra gathered the people together and he read from the Law:
And he read from it facing the square before the Water
Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of
the men and the women and those who could understand.
And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of
the Law. (Neh. 8:3)
After Ezra read the Law, the other priests followed suit. They
read and explained God’s words to God’s people: “They read
www.mvbchurch.org
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Jesus preached expositionally, too. He took the Hebrew Bible
and explained it. One Sabbath Jesus went to the synagogue in
Nazareth. This was his regular practice. Usually he listened.
This day he preached:
And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him.
He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was
written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent
me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” And he rolled up
the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down.
And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.
And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has
been fulfilled in your hearing.” And all spoke well of him
and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from
his mouth. (Luke 4:17-22a)
It was a short sermon. Jesus simply read the passage and explained
that Isaiah’s prophecy had been fulfilled. Jesus proclaimed
himself to be the point of the text. The year of the Lord’s favor
had now arrived. Jesus opened up and explained the Scriptures.
In so doing, he models for us what to expect in preaching.
Read through the book of Acts and you will find that Jesus’
disciples also preached expositionally. They chose passages
of Scripture and showed how Christ fulfilled each text. Peter
preached from Joel 2, Psalm 16, and Psalm 110. He made these
passages come alive because the point was finally clear. In Joel
2, Jesus is the one to usher in the Last Days. In Psalm 16, Jesus’
resurrection fulfilled David’s hope. In Psalm 110, Jesus reigns at
the right hand of God the Father.
It should be no surprise that the greatest preachers throughout
history worked through biblical texts. Men like Chrysostom,
Augustine, Luther, Calvin, Whitefield, and Edwards—they all
opened God’s Word, read it and explained it. They delivered
expositional sermons.
At the very end of the Gospel of Matthew, we find this wellknown charge, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded
you. And behold, I am with you always to the end of the age”
(Matt. 28:19-20). Disciples must be taught. But what must they be
taught? All that Jesus commanded. Read through the Gospels
and you will see that Jesus commanded his disciples to obey the
Scriptures. Now he is charging them to teach the Scriptures.
This makes sense of Paul’s instruction to Timothy, “I charge you
in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is going to judge
the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom,
preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove,
rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching” (2
Tim. 4:1-2). Preachers are commanded to understand and explain
Scripture. This is the work of expositional preaching.
A painter applies paint and a sculptor chisels marble, but a
preacher expounds Scripture. You should walk away from
6
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sermons understanding God’s Word better. More to the point,
you should walk away from sermons that don’t preach the
Bible! As a preacher, my task is straightforward: to explain and
apply the Bible. The best way to do this is through expositional
preaching.
It’s clear that expositional preaching is biblical, but now let’s
consider why it is so important.
The Personal Value of Expositional Preaching
It exposes God’s agenda. Expositional preaching is valuable
because it exposes God’s agenda to us. We all fall into one of two
camps. Maybe you fall into the first camp. You live life without
an agenda. You wake up in the morning, go to work inside or
outside the home, relax at night, and do it all again the next
day. If there is a plan for you, you don’t really give it that much
thought—you have no agenda.
Then there is the other camp. You have an agenda. It might
be personal: marry by twenty-five, kids by thirty. It might be
professional: college, graduate school, management, vicepresident, ownership. You see every day of your life as one small
step toward reaching your ultimate goal. So you see, some of us
refuse to hold tightly to any agenda while others of us cling to
our own agenda.
Both these paths are problematic for the Christian. The person
without an agenda is like a ship without a rudder. It might get
to the right place—but only because the wind happens to be
blowing in the right direction. Meanwhile, the person with an
agenda is constantly forced to wonder, “Is my agenda the right
one? How can I know?”
This is why we need to allow God to set the agenda of our
lives. Expositional preaching does this beautifully because the
Word constrains and humbles us. Beware of treating the Bible
like a magic eight ball, constantly asking it questions but never
stopping long enough to let the living Word question you. If we
only go to the Word with topics in mind—asking God what He
has to say about marriage, parenting, work, or whatever—we
will never shut up long enough to let God drive the conversation.
Job had quite a few questions for God only to hear, “Who is this
that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? Dress for
action like a man; I will question you, and you make it known
to me” (Job 38:2). God will question us. He will let us know his
agenda. That’s one reason expositional preaching is so valuable.
It exposes our need. Expositional preaching is valuable because
it exposes our need. We are all in desperate need of an honest
assessment of our lives, of our sin. There once was a basketball
coach who rebuked a player for not showing a strong defensive
effort. The coach said, “A lot of guys act like they want to hear
the truth. They always say, ‘Tell me the truth coach. Tell me the
truth.’ You tell them, they run and hide or get mad and don’t
want to talk to you for a while.”
We can be like that, can’t we? We think we want to be told the
truth, but we don’t like it when we hear it. Worse than that, we
may even try to avoid hearing the truth. It is not our shoddy
850 Mt.Vernon Hwy. NW \\ Sandy Springs, GA 30327

defense that needs to be pointed out. It is our shoddy hearts.
When the Word of God is exposed, our sin is exposed as well.
Remember Jesus’ ministry. He constantly pointed out how the
religious leaders thought they were okay when, in reality, they were
corrupt. It is not enough to try to be holy. To truly be a member of
the family of God we need to see our sin. Only then will we see our
need for the Savior. In that sense, God does more than tell us what
to do. He tells us who we are. We are sinners who will never be
good enough, never smart enough, never holy enough to deserve
God’s favor. That’s why we need the righteousness of Christ!
When God’s Word confronts us, we finally understand what
happened to Isaiah when he saw the Lord. Isaiah cried out, “Woe
to me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell
in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen
the King, the Lord of hosts!” (Isa. 6:5). A genuine encounter with
God’s Word produces a genuine encounter with our own sin.
“That’s so discouraging!” you think. “Why should I have to be
confronted by my sin week after week?” you ask. “Isn’t it enough
to know I’m a sinner, do we have to keep talking about it?”
These objections are natural because facing our sin for the first
time or the fiftieth is never pleasant. But consider this: we will
never appreciate what Jesus did until we appreciate who we are.
We will never enjoy God until we understand our need for him.
The reason our worship of Jesus Christ is so often weak and
lifeless is not because we don’t think Jesus is great. It’s because
we have forgotten how much we need him. And we have
forgotten how much we need him because we’ve forgotten who
we are. That’s why expositional preaching is so very important.
It exposes us for who we really are and sends us humbly and
joyfully to the Cross, where the Savior died for us.
C. H. Spurgeon spoke of two men running through a field of
thorns. One man ran through the field wearing armor. When
he had finished he was unharmed and unfazed. The armor
protected him from every sting. The other man ran through the
field without a shirt. When he was done, he was scraped, cut,
and bloodied. The man in armor kept the Word at a distance. It
never had an effect. The other man allowed the Word to expose
him, even though it hurt. As difficult as it may be, we must let
the Word expose us.
This is why I preach expositionally. I am convinced that when
we carefully work through the Bible, God’s Spirit will expose
us for we really are, sinners in need of a Savior. This is why you
should value expositional preaching. Only after we truly know
who we are, we will joyfully come to Christ.
The words of Joseph Harts’s eighteenth-century hymn say it
well, “Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, weak and wounded
sick and sore; Jesus ready stands to save you, full of pity, love,
and power.” Expositional preaching is valuable because it is
uniquely suited to expose our need.
It exposes God’s glory. Finally, expositional preaching is
valuable because it exposes God’s glory. The most exciting thing
about expositional preaching is that it keeps our attention on
www.mvbchurch.org

God. He is the Creator, Redeemer, and Lord. He is the Coming
King. The Word of God is his Word. If we want to know him, then
we need to know Scripture. It has been said many times before:
when Scripture speaks, God speaks. Expositional preaching
puts the focus on God.

As those who listen to preaching, our first priority should be
to hear God speak so that we can know him better. We do not
just need to know God’s plan. We do not just need to know our
sinfulness. We need to know God’s nature, His character. To
preach expositionally is to expose the glory of God.
My wife and I have been married sixteen years. I love her more
now than ever. Why? In part because every year she proves to be
more faithful. Like a blossom that grows increasingly beautiful
with every passing day, I’ve seen greater degrees of faithfulness
in her with every passing year.
She has cared for me when I’m sick. She has stood by me through
anxiety. She has served and taught our kids. She has forgiven
me more times than I can remember. And as the years have gone
by I’ve seen wisdom in her; godly, attractive wisdom. The kind
James talks about, “But the wisdom from above is first pure,
then peacable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good
fruits, impartial and sincere” (James 3:17). When I married her,
would I have said she was faithful? Of course! Would I have said
she was wise? Certainly! But having lived with her for so many
years, I’ve had the chance to see what she’s done and see who
she is. Her life has been a living sermon to me that has led me
to love her more and more. In a sense, as the years have gone by,
I’ve seen her glory.
In a similar way, an expositional sermon exposes the glory of
God. In sermon after sermon what God has done and who God is
are made real to the listener. In some sermons, the glory of God
hits us like a bolt of lightning crashing down from heaven. But
more often than not, we experience his glory through a regular
current of electricity that charges the spiritual batteries of our
heart.
Expositional preaching is the best means of exposing the glory
of God because these are the types of sermons that best unveil
God’s acts and his character.
I can think of no better way to spend Sunday after Sunday than
opening God’s Word and exposing our God of glory. May we
desire and demand expositional preaching because it is biblical
and may we love it because it exposes God’s agenda, our identity,
and, most importantly, God’s glory.
~ Aaron Menikoff
This article is adapted from a sermon given on March 28, 2010.
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Memorial Day
Church Office Closed

12:00 pm RW&A Luncheon

21

Church in
Conference

20

4:30 pm

14

7

13

New Sunday School
Classes Start
10:30 am Guest Preacher:
Dr. Tony Higgins
6:00 pm Lord’s Supper
7:00 pm LS Fellowship Meal

9:15 am
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6:30 pm

2
New Equipping
Matters Classes
Start

24

17

10

3

25

18

11

4

26

19

12

Children’s Camping Trip (All Day)

5

EVENTS

Churchwide
May 6

6:00 pm

Lord’s Supper

We encourage members to examine their hearts and relationships
with one another in preparation for this celebration of Christ’s death
and resurrection.

May 6

7:00 pm

Lord’s Supper Fellowship Meal

(See ad on page 1.)

May 20

4:30 pm

Church in Conference

Members are encouraged to attend our next Church in Conference
as we’ll consider many matters related to the life of the church.

BIRTHDAYS
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Adults
April 16

12:00 pm

RW&A Luncheon

Everyone 50 and older is invited to the monthly RW&A luncheon.
Bring a covered dish.

9
10

11
12

13
14
15

Chris Yancey
George Camp
Bob Seifert
Kathryn Searle
Michael Dawkins
Caroline Pattillo
Mike Wilkinson
Pam Groslimond
Jonathan Ludwikowski
Wayne Elliott
Jennifer Galloway
Fred Boynton
Ron Korthals
Kevin Bemiss
Berkley Gryder
Ron Wareham
Jan Chastain
Greg Ford
Doug Harmon
Brook Henze
Peg Wharton
Jessi Lowman
Alice Faye Ashworth
Marshall Dawkins
Alan Herdt
Linda Sexton

16 Josh Bradford
17 Doug Padgett
Hank Sturgess
18 Michael Monteymayor
19 Jo Johnson
Bill Warren
20 Bill Mayes
21 George Hynds
Roy Payne
Don Roden
22 Tom Ashworth
Matt Reid
23 Sue Houser
25 Lana Ball
Hubert McLellan
Emily Yancey
26 Kristine Harris
27 Joan Herdt
Beth Matz
Dave Salzman
28 Chuck Stone
30 Alice Wareham
31 Charlotte Boynton
Susan Boynton
Jean McLellan

Knowing MVBC is a four-session course that introduces you to life at Mount Vernon, covering the
following topics:
Knowing Our Commitments: Church Covenant

Knowing Our Beliefs: Statement of Faith

Knowing Our Structure: Leadership

Knowing How to Be Involved: Discipling & Serving

Anyone interested in membership or knowing more about life at Mount Vernon is invited to
Knowing MVBC. All four sessions will be offered Sunday, May 6, during the Sunday School hour (session
1) and from 12:15-2:30 pm (sessions 2-3). Lunch will be provided.
You may sign up on the edge of the bulletin, by contacting the church office at 404-255-3133, or by email at
info@mvbchurch.org.

www.mvbchurch.org
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